
A System of Practical Medicine. By American au-
thors. Edited by Alfred Lee Loomis, M.D.,
Late Professor of Pathology and Practical Medicine
in the New York University, and William Gilman
Thompson, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica,
Therapeutics and Clinical Medicine in the New York
University. To be completed in four imperial oc-
tavo volumes, containing from 900 to 1000 pages
each, fully illustrated in colors and in black. Vol.
I, Infectious Diseases. Philadelphia and New
York: Lea Brothers & Co. 1897.
It will not be the fault of the professors in our lead-

ing medical schools, or of the medical publishing
houses, should any practitioner of medicine find him-
self uuprovided with about the kind of Practice or

System of Medicine which he requires. The choice
is already great and is rapidly becoming greater. The
increasing fruitfuluess of investigation into the causes
of disease, aud the increasing definiteuess of modern
medicine in its practical applications are the reasons

alleged for the preparation of new systems and new

encyclopedias, aud will probable continue to prevail
as ostensible motives, at leaBt, for aupersediug those
already produced.
The present System has been prepared to meet a

want. The editorship was originally assumed by the
late Dr. Loomis, who associated Dr. Thompson with
him. Dr. Loomis before his death had secured the
contributors, apportioned their subjects, and decided
the arrangement aud classification of the work. The
authors are all Americans. The design has been to
give the aystem a practical character, to preaent a

work of ready reference for the practitioner of general
medicine. General articles have been excluded. The
work when completed will have four volumes. This
first volume treats of the iufectious diseases, and
among its contributors appear the names of not a few
of our best-known medical writers aud teachers.
Twentieth Century Practice. An International En-
cyclopedia of Modern Medical Science. By Leading
Authorities of Europe and America. Edited by
Thomas L. Stedman, M.D., New York City. In
Twenty Volumes. Vol. IX, "Diseases of the
Digestive Organs." Vol. X, "Diseases of the
Nervous System." New York: William Wood &
Co. 1897.
Volume IX of this Encyclopedia, which follows

Volume X, is practically a continuation of Volume
VIll ou the "Diseases of the Digestive Organs."
The difficulties almost inseparable from an attempt to
realize the co-operation of many aud widely separated
contributors, have probably forced the editor to an

arrangement of articles which he would not by prefer-
ence have adopted.
Mikulicz and Kümmel contributed to Volume VIII

an article ou diseases of the mouth, which practically
dealt only with systemic diseases. In this volume
the same writers finish what waa there begun, aud
deal with the local diaeaaea of the mouth. Ewald, of
Berlin, than whom no one ia more competent, contrib-
utes a section on diseases of the intestines, exclusive
of infectious diseases, parasitée aud hernia. Gihney
and Walker, of New York, deal with hernia. Stengel,
of Philadelphia, treats of diseases of the spleen. Sem-
inóla and Gioll'redi, of Naples, have been entrusted
with the important subject of diseasea of the liver,
aud to it ia given 326 out of the 820 pages of this

volume. The last article is on diseases of the gall-
bladder, by Dr. John B. Murphy, of Chicago.
It ia impossible to criticise at length a series of

mouographs on a variety of aubjecta, though all com-
ing in a general way under the one head of " Diseases
of the Digestive Organs." It is sufficient to direct
attention to the names of the contributors, who are
all men of reputation and some of marked distinction.
The assignment of subjects was judiciously made, and
the treatment of the topics by the writers justifies
their selection by the editor.
Volume X is devoted to " Diseases of tho Nervous

System." With the exception of Dr. Ftire, of Paris,
who furnishes articles on hysteria, epilepsy, and the
spasmodic neuroses, the contributors to this volume
are all our own countrymen — the international ele-
ment is lesB in evidence than in the preceding volume.
Dr. Joseph Collins, of New York, has a long arti-

cle of 300 pages on the important subject of diseases
of the brain, and another on diseases of the meninges.
Dr. B. Sachs, of New York, deals with tumors of the
brain, and is sanguine enough to predict even far
greater success in the diagnosis and surgical treat-
ment of iutra-cranial neoplaams during the next de-
cade than has been achieved in the recent past. Dr.
CharleB L. Dana,' of New York, writea on ueuraa-

thenia; Dr. H. T. Pershiug, of Denver, ou diaordera
of apeech ; aud Dr. Sauger Brown, of Chicago, closes
this volume of 859 pages with a short article on the
diaordera of ßleep.
Artificial Anesthesia. A manual of Anesthetic Agents
and their Employment in the Treatment of Disease.
By Lawrence Turnbull, M.D., Ph.G., Aural
Surgeon to the Jefferson Medical College Hospital,
Philadelphia; Late Honorary President to the Oto-
logical Section of the British Medical Association,
and of the Section of Laryngology and Otology of
the American Medical Association. Fourth edition,
revised and enlarged, with illustrations. Philadel-
phia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1896.
In the fourth edition of this well-known and success-

ful book, the subject of anesthesia aud anesthetics has
been brought up to the present time by the addition
of an account of the most important researches and
discoveries in this subject during the laBt six years.
The discussion of the qualities of the most important

anesthetics, their advantages, dangers, aud methods of
administration is very full ; and excellent accounts of
the symptoms and treatment of collapse under general
anesthetics, are to be found.
The subject of resuscitation by the Laborde method

of lingual tractions on the tongue is treated more fully
than its importance warrants ; aud, iu fact, the chief
fault of the book aa a practical manual is its loading up
with consideration of unimportant and obsolete methods
and anesthetics, which instead of being put together at
the end of the book, are scattered throughout its whole
body, to the confusion of the student who seeks to ob-
tain from the book an idea of the relative utility aud
importance of the various anesthetics.
The book is better fitted for a reference book for

the advanced student of the subject than as a practical
manual for the undergraduate in medicine, being char-
acterized rather by exhaustiveuess thau symmetry of
arrangement.
The various methods of local anesthesia receive ade-

quate consideration.
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